C.S.5. SiIRIDAN
14 November 1943

. o all the officers and men of the United States Nawvy,
end Unlted States lerine Corps on board the U.S5.8. SHERIDAN.

As we are now entering the final stage of our operation

_and soon will be in the combat zons I take this opportunity to

advise all hands that we are abou“ to entor into the biggest ofe
fensive yet undertaken by any of our forces, tie taking of the
Gilbert Island group, We ars & chosen and privilesed groupe

; OQur goverrmsit and our psodrle have inGicated their
confidence in our ability, by choosing us to perforn this task.
That confidence must and will be fulfilled by the successful

-

accomplishment of the tm=all we are adbout to undertake,

I know each and everyone of us will prove ourselves
worthy of that confidence because we firaly believe in the
principles of democracy for which we ars fighting.

In this and etacr of our futurs assignmenis we st
always have befors our aindg taat our endmy is a stroag and

" wily foe, that no quarter will be asked aor ziven, Ve mugt
also remember that in successfully aceomplisaming owi-missdon —

we are avenging the loss of cur shipuetss in past actions. This
is not e one man jow, each and sveryome ol us nust inow and do-
their job. Taere is no luek ift this worl, but nlain hard work,
hard figating, common sense, anf carrying cur siiarc of the load.
Oour load is a big one, but eur lives, the lives of our-ship-
mates around us and the lives of ocur dear ones at home, makes
that load worthy of everyti:ing we have to put into the effort

%0 make tuis a successful venture. Thererore lot us be alort
and make no mistakes. Mistalkes cost lives and lives canhot

be replaced.

I wapt to tlienk you for your cooperation in the past,
yvou have done a fine job. I the »ouing ovent, I know you will
Zo much better because it will not be play, but a matver of :
life and deatih and we want lifs.

I am proud to cormand you. Ve lave a job to do, a
big one. Lets go - plenty of success and may God bless you and
give you strength te carry out your mission. '
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